
Internet, Society & Philosophy 

Philosophy 123, Spring 2018 

 

Instructor       Course Meetings 
Mary McLevey         MTWT, 9-9:50am 

mmclevey@uoregon.edu       189 PLC 

Office Hours: Monday 3:30-4:20pm 

Susan Campbell Hall 221 

 

Course Description 
This course will study aspects of the internet in contemporary society through a constellation of 

three concepts: Subjectivity, Labor and Information. We will read a survey of interesting texts 

taken from the history of philosophy, contemporary philosophy, information ethics and new 

media theory. Relevant questions will include (but are not exclusive to), what implications does 

the internet have for the way that we form relationships with others, and the way that we 

understand ourselves? How might philosophy be useful for making sense of the complex harms 

of cyberbullying? How does the internet shape our understandings of who is a worker, and what 

constitutes work? What are some of the material conditions that make possible today’s 

technology industries? What is big data and what does it have to do with me?  

 

Students can expect from this course: (1) an emphasis on social and political questions; in 

particular, we will aim to think about the internet and its implications in the context of capitalism 

and economic inequality; (2) an opportunity to read and write about primary philosophical texts; 

and (3) an opportunity to do an advanced, collaborative research project on an internet-related 

problem of their choosing.  

 

Course Texts 

All readings will be made available on the course Canvas site, under “Files.” 

 

Grade Breakdown 
Test 1: 20% 

Test 2: 20% 

Final Paper: 25% 

Group Project: 25% 

Attendance & Participation: 10% 

 

Tests 

Tests will be administered during class (50 minutes long), and will be closed-book. 

 

Final Paper 

You will be required to write a 4-5 page argumentative essay on a topic of your choosing. We 

will take time during class to talk about how to write such a paper; additional resources will also 

be posted on canvas. 

 

 

 

mailto:mmclevey@uoregon.edu


Group Project 

In small groups, you will undertake methodical research on a specific problem for the duration of 

the term. A detailed overview of project expectations and deadlines will be posted on canvas. I 

will also discuss project details in class.  

 

Attendance & Participation 

You must come to class, of course. You can miss 4 classes during the term for unexcused 

reasons. Upon missing more than 4, for each absence your attendance/participation grade will be 

reduced by a third of a letter grade (you will go from an A to an A-, for example). In addition to 

simple attendance, your participation grade will take into account your preparedness: you must 

complete all readings before class, and also bring a copy of the readings to class with you. You 

will also be expected to ask questions, to articulate thoughts and concerns, and to be engaged in 

general during class time. Finally, I expect you to be respectful toward your peers and to listen 

carefully what they have to say. 

 

Grading Standards 

A+ = superb. No mistakes, well-written, well-researched, pursues an original thesis. 

A = excellent. No mistakes, well-written, and distinctive in some way or other. 

B = good. No significant mistakes, well-written, but not distinctive in any way. 

C = OK. Some errors, but basic grasp of the material. 

D = poor. Several errors. A tenuous grasp of the material. 

F = failing. Problematic on all fronts indicating either no real grasp of the material or 

complete lack of effort. 

 

100-93: A 

92-90: A- 

89-87: B+ 

86-83: B 

82-80: B- 

79-77: C+ 

76-73: C  

 

Accommodation 

If you have a documented disability and anticipate needing accommodations in this course, 

please let me know as soon as you can. 

 

Senate Task Force to Address Sexual Violence and Survivor Support 

The UO is committed to providing an environment free of all forms of discrimination and sexual 

harassment, including sexual assault, domestic and dating violence and gender-based stalking. If 

you (or someone you know) has experienced or experiences gender-based violence (intimate 

partner violence, attempted or completed sexual assault, harassment, coercion, stalking, etc.), 

know that you are not alone. UO has staff members trained to support survivors in navigating 

campus life, accessing health and counseling services, providing academic and housing 

accommodations, helping with legal protective orders, and more. If you wish to speak to 

someone confidentially, you can call 541-346-SAFE, or visit the SAFE website at 

safe.uoregon.edu. 



 

Statement on Plagiarism 

Plagiarism is the intentional or unintentional unacknowledged use of someone else’s work as 

one’s  own in all forms of academic endeavor (essays, theses, examinations, research data, 

creative  projects, and so on). Plagiarized material may be derived from books, journals, Internet 

postings, student or faculty papers, and so on including the purchase or “outsourcing” of written 

assignments. Plagiarism is grounds for failing the course.  

For further details, see: http://www.libweb.uoregon.edu/guides/plagiarism/students/. 

 

 

Reading Schedule 
The following schedule may be subject to revision as the course unfolds. I will notify you in a timely 

manner of any changes. 

 

 WEEK 1: Some History 
 

M (April 2): Introduction to the course 

T (Ap. 3): Gilles Deleuze and Félix Guattari, “The Question Then...” (11 pages) from What is 

Philosophy 

W (Ap.4): Manuel Castells, “Lessons from the History of the Internet” (24 pages) from The 

Internet Galaxy 

R (Ap. 5): Jane Abbate, “Popularizing the Internet” from Inventing the Internet (40 pages) 

 

SUBJECTIVITY 

 WEEK 2 
 

M (April 9): Todd May, “Is Happiness Enough?” from A Significant Life (29 pages) 

T (April 10): John Dewey, selections from Human Nature and Conduct on habit 

W (April 11): Wendy Chun, “Habitual Connections, or Network Maps: Belatedly too Early” 

(pages 39-51) 

R (April 12): Discussion 

 

 WEEK 3 
 

M (Ap 16): “Habitual Connections, or Network Maps: Belatedly too Early,” pages 51-68 

T (Ap 17): Karl Marx, “Alienated Labor” from Economic and Philosophic Manuscripts of 1844 

W (Ap 18): “Alienated Labor,” continued 

R (Ap 19): Discussion 



 WEEK 4 
 

M (Ap. 23): TEST 1 

T (Ap. 24): Laboria Cuboniks, “Xenofeminism: A Politics for Alienation” (12 pages) 

W (Ap. 25): Maria Fernandez, “Cyberfeminism, Racism, Embodiment” (16 pages) 

R (Ap. 26): Discussion 

 

LABOR 

 WEEK 5 
 

M (Ap 30): Maurizio Lazzarato, “Immaterial Labor” 

T (May 1): Tiziana Terranova, “Free Labor” from Network Culture: Politics for the Information 

Age (25 pages) 

W (May 2):  “Free Labor,” continued 

R (May 3): Discussion 

 

 WEEK 6 
 

M (May 7): A.E. Adam “Hacking into Hacking: Gender and the Hacker Phenomenon” 

T (May 8): Charles Ess, “Friendship, Democracy, and Citizen Journalism” (40 pages) 

W (May 9): “Friendship, Democracy, and Citizen Journalism,” continued 

R (May 10): Discussion 

 

 WEEK 7 
 

M (May 14): Nick Dyer-Witheford, “Globe” (22 pages) from Cyber-Proletariat 

T (May 15): Silvia Federici and George Caffentzis, “Notes on the edu–factory and Cognitive 

Capitalism” (2007) 

W (May 16): John Bellamy Foster and Robert W. McChesney, “The Internet’s Unholy Marriage 

to Capitalism” 

R (May 17): Colin Koopman, “How Democracy Can Survive Big Data” 

 

 

 

 



INFORMATION 

 WEEK 8 
 

M (May 21):  TEST 2 

T (May 22): Charles Ess, “Central Issues in the Ethics of Digital Media” from Digital Media 

Ethics 

W (May 23): “Central Issues,” continued 

R (May 24): Discussion 

 

 WEEK 9 
 

M (May 28): Tarleton Gillespie, “The Relevance of Algorithms”  

T (May 29): “The Relevance of Algorithms,” continued 

W (May 30): Frank Pascale, “Digital Reputation in an Era of Runaway Data” (19-38), from The 

Black Box Society 

R (May 31): Discussion 

 

 WEEK 10 
 

M (June 4): “Digital Reputation,” pages 38-58 

W (June 5): Frank Pascale, “The Hidden Logics of Search,” pages 59-80, from The Black Box 

Society 

T (June 6): “The Hidden Logics of Search,” pages 80-100 

R (June 7): IN-CLASS FINAL PROJECT PRESENTATIONS 

 

 

Final Papers are due Wednesday, June 12, at 2pm on Canvas.  


